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ABSTRACT

A substantial number of papyrus documents from Roman
Egypt have preserved invaluable information about the
intricate conditions of the textile industry during that
period. These documents provide an exceptionally clear
picture of the mechanisms of this industry, as well as
insights into the lives of textile workers and their training
and employment contracts. Numerous papyri from Egypt
during this era have been preserved, providing more
comprehensive insights into the ancient daily realities of
textile workers in both households and large workshops
of Roman Egypt than any other source. Through
contracts, letters, receipts, petitions, and similar
documents, that added a profound understanding of the
economic, social, and legal realities of concerning textile
workers in Roman Egypt. This research examines the
conditions of textile workers and sheds light on that
industry by studying some of the documents related to
workers in Roman Egypt.
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. P.Oxy. 1647 (e a5 sS3al) diall 5 ¢ al s S cy il 553 V1 45 (8 2 dall o3a Jia alana 13
“Wipszycka, E., L'industrie textile dans I'Egypte romaine, Warszawa, 1965, 84.
Rowlanson, J., Women and Society in Greek and Roman Egypt, A Source Book, UK, 1998, p. 266.
P, Oxy, XXXI 2593.
"P. Mich. Inv. 2819.11.3:13.
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P, Oxy. LXVIL 4596 (AD 264).

PP. Oxy. LXVIL 4596 11. 21-25 (AD 264).

*%Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, and Thelma K. Thomas. 2001. Textiles from Karanis, Egypt, in the
Kelsey Museum of Archaeology: artifacts of everyday life. Kelsey Museum of Archaeology,
University of Michigan. p. 18.

*Jenkins, D.T., The Cambridge History of Western Textiles, Cambridge University Press, 2003. p.
103.

7704 2005 ¢ 2500 el daa 53 cdila sl yuan (8 8Ll ¢ of a2
#P. Oxy. XXII, 2340.
*P. Oxy. XXII, 2340.LL. 8-10.
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*DroB-Kriipe, Wolle—Weber—Wirtschaft, p. 207-214.
*pomeroy, S.B., Woman in Hellenistic Egypt from Alexander to Cleopatra, USA, 1990, p. 126.
*’"Rowlanson, J., Woman and Society in Greek and Roman Egypt, p. 268.
P, Brem. 3; P. Brem. 4 and P. Giss. . 41.
£ il o sl i) il Kpully g

Oertel, F., Die Liturgie. Studien zur ptolemdischen und kaiserlichen Verwaltung Agyptens, Leipzig
[ND Aalen], 1917 [ND 1965]., p. 290-299; Kruse, Th., Der konigliche Schreiber und die
Gauverwaltung. Untersuchungen zur Verwaltungsgeschichte Agyptens in der Zeit von Augustus bis
Philippus Arabs (30 v.Chr.-245 n.Chr.), and Dirscherl, H.-Chr., Der Gaustratege im romischen
Agypten: Seine Aufgaben am Beispiel des Archiv-, Finanz- und Bodenwesens und der Liturgien.
Entstehung — Konsolidierung — Niedergang? 30 v.Chr.-300 n.Chr., St. Katharinen, 2004.
*See P. Brem. 11, preliminary remarks and the information in P. Brem. 20; P. Brem. 21 and P. Giss. I
.10.
P Giss. I. 12; P. Giss. I 20; P. Giss. I 21; P. Giss. I 68; P. Giss. I 78; P. Brem. 45 and P. Brem. 63.
See, Wipszycka, L'industrie textile, p. 81-88 and Kortus, M., Briefe des Apollonios-Archives aus der
Sammlung Papyri Gissenses. Edition, Uber- setzung und Kommentar. Berichte und Arbeiten aus der
Universitétsbibliothek Giessen 49.

"5 S Jas A" Jadlls o Galadil day )l o A3 (e ST il g Al A5l (b Ll sy 31

Wipszycka, L'industrie textile, p. 81
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**DroB-Kriipe, Wolle—Weber—Wirtschaft, p. 155-163.

PStauffer, A. Antike Musterblitter, Wiesbaden, 2008, p. 11-12.

**The terms ictovapyng or ictmvapy(kdv) appear in the following texts: O. Bodl. IT 1988 (1st to 2nd
century AD, Thebes), WO 1154 (1st to 4th century AD, Thebes), WO 1155 (1st to 4th century AD,
Thebes), WO 1156 (1st to 4th century AD, Thebes), P. Phil. 1 (with BL IX, p. 211, after AD 119,
Arsinoites), BGU XV 2471, SB XXVI 16365 (2nd century AD, place unknown), O. Wilb. 75 (with
BL VI, p. 214, end of 2nd century AD, Thebes), BGU III 753 (after AD 245, Arsinoites), P. Oxy.
LXVII 4596 (AD 264, Oxyrhynchus), O. Bodl. IT 1990 (3rd century AD, Thebes), P. Wash.Univ. I 35
(with BL IX, p. 372 and XI, p. 289, 4th/5th century AD, place unknown); see also DroB-Kriipe, K.
(2016) “Prinzipale und Agenten im romischen Handel. Fallstudien zum antiken Handel im Spiegel der
Neuen Institutionendkonomik”, in K. DroB3-Kriipe, S. Follinger & K. Ruffing (eds.), Antike Wirtschaft
und ihre kulturelle Prigung — The Cultural Shaping of the Ancient Economy. Philippika 98,
Wiesbaden, p. 63-75.

WO 1154, comm. on line 1.

*%Reil, Th., Beitrige zur Kenntnis des Gewerbes im hellenistischen Agypten, Leipzig, 1913, p. 108.
3"Persson, A. Staat und Manufaktur im romischen Reiche, Lund, 1923, p. 23-25.

*Wallace, S. Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian, Princeton, 1938, p. 199.
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o el s P e Al GRU Gae ge Jlasd paes b ol esiS ol e g
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Wipszycka, L'industrie textile, p. 18; Kortus, Briefe des Apollonios-Archives, p. 194.
YBGU XV 247. AD 158, P. Oxy. LXVII 4596 (mid-3rd century AD, Oxyrhynchus).
*'P._ Ryl 11 98 (AD 172) and BGU 111 753 (after AD 245, Arsinoites).

0. Bodl. 11 1988, WO 1154, WO 1155, WO 1156, O. Wilb. 75 and O. Bodl. 11 1990.
* SB XXVI 16365.

*Papyri, Ostraka und Wachstafeln aus Theadelphia, 1572, Philadelphia, A.D. 139.
*Papyri, Ostraka und Wachstafeln, 1572. 11. 7-9.

*Papyri, Ostraka und Wachstafeln, 1572. 11. 16-18

*"Papyri, Ostraka und Wachstafeln, 1572. 11. 9-12.

*P. Oxy. (31) 2981, second century A.D.

*P. Oxy. (31) 2981,. 11. 4-7 notes.
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%P, Oxy. (31) 2981,. 11. 27-28.

*'Ruffing, Die berufliche Spezialisierung in Handel, p. 113—114., von Petrikovits, Die Spezialisierung

des romischen Handwerks, p. 285-306.

e ) 2 Al g A8 [a geal ) N2iie (il 2Lk ddasi e Lige 27 22k von Petrikovits a8 Al s3a &
sdny Loy usibpalls ) shal yueY)

**Kendrick, A.F., Catalogue of Textiles from Burying-Grounds in Egypt. Vol 1I: Victoria and Albert

Museum, Department of Textiles, London, 1920; Stauffer, A. Textiles of Late Antiquity, New York,

1995, as examples for many other publications.

3P, Tebt. 11 703 (TM 5315) 11.99-104.

**Naples, 2017, reads and supplements [A]ivey®v in Bingen’s col. 96, citing J. Kalleris, ‘Hai protai

hylai tes hyphantourgias eis ten Ptolemaiken Aigypton’, Epeteris 6 (1950-1951), 78-230, 198, note 4.
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>For Avov and related terms in Greek, see D. J. Georgacas, ‘Greek Terms for "Flax", "Linen", and
their Derivatives, and the Problem of Native Egyptian Phonological Influence on the Greek of Egypt’,
(1959), p. 253-269.
°G. Bastianini, P. Rainer Cent., Vienna, 1983: 327; D. J. Thompson, Memphis under the Ptolemies,
Princeton, 1988: 49. Cf. also Wipszycka (note 4).
STPréaux, L’économie royale des Lagides, Brussels, 1939: 114-115; A. Martin and G. Nachtergael,
‘Papyrus du Musée du Caire 111, CdE 74 (1999), 301-315: 310; T. Backhuys, P. Kéln XV, Paderborn,
2017: 30. Cf. also Dunand (note 4).
g pa A gy Walyy SIST GELal Jrag 05 okilly QS Jue o ol & jglal 28 558
See B. J. Kemp and G. Vogelsang-Eastwood, The Ancient Textile Industry at Amarna, London, 2001:
233.
JEal o o kil g 5 AN )y plasiul e jpeall
D. B. Sandy, The Production and Use of Vegetable Oils in Ptolemaic Egypt, Atlanta, 1989: 53.
59Kayser, F., 'Un recu bancaire thebain pour la taxe du natron', BIFAO 91, 1991, p. 219-223.
35 Ua ggilas s Sl pmanl) SIS jaaa (& Ja ) bl el ¢ il e yia e
p_ Tebt. I1I 703 (TM 5315): [éyn]thpio.
S'F. Heichelheim, ‘Monopole’, Paulys Realencyclopidie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft
(1933).
2B. P. Muhs and J. Dieleman, ‘A Bilingual Account from Late Ptolemaic Tebtunis. P. Leiden RMO
Inv. No. F 1974/7.52°, ZAS 133 (2006), 56-65.
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P. Mich. I 120 (TM 2018) or P.Oxy. LIV 3743 (TM 15249) and 3752 (TM 15261).
(TM 175 5 P. Hamb. IT 174 (TM 4328) <l n b rdase st LS (USI il Ciliatis aday 4 gall cuald 104
e bl o AUSH Gadlal (e 8508 el Al sall il B 5 96 25eall (P Rev. (TM 885 420 b Ly s <4329)

sl 5f sl e ) U8 Aadlaall (a3 5a ) by S g e e A" USE s e
%See e.g. P. Cair. Zen. I1 59176 + P. Lond; VII 2167 (TM 822) for miovtpa (by a yvageic) and P. Cair.
Zen. 111 59398 (TM 1040) for yvantpa.
%Pliny, 35; 42.
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8Sebesta, J.L. & Bonfante, L., The world of Roman costume, England, 2001, p. 37.

). Rowland son, Women Society in Greek and Roman Egypt, Cambridge, 1998, p. 112-115.

p. Oxy.11. 288,11. 38-39.

"'P. Oxy.Il. 322, Westermann, Apprentice Contracts, p. 313.

Comsis) 4AY Bl i S LS o st il Gl Al asiin Sl e gana e 322 A8l A 2 sal) Ciias)
oY) i Al ) Uadd) 13 o i) S e e 40US & Westermann & s

2P, Oxy.l1. 322 desc., 275 and notes of G. and H. to 11. 17, 19, 24-31.

73Dionysius was 32 in 11-12 A.D., P. Oxy. II. 288, 11. 35, 38. He was still alive in 59 A.D. in his 80's,

if the Dionysius of Oxy. II. 320 desc. refers to him.

"P. Oxy. I. 39: ¢p. G. and H. introd. to Oxy. il. 267' p. 244, and Westermann, l.c. p. 309.

7P.OXy.Il. 288,11.29-31.
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"*Wilcken, U., Grundziige und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde i. 1, University of Toronto (Leipzig,
1912), p. 97; Wilcken, U., Griechische ostraka aus Aegypten und Nubien, 1, Princeton Theological
Seminary Library, Leipzig und Berlin, Gieseke & Devrient, 1899, p. 97, 242.

""See Nachtergael, G. & Pintaudi, R. “Ostraca de la collection Martin Schoyen”, Aegyptus 81, p. 169-
184, (2001). p. 171-173.

P, Oxy. II. 282. (A.D. 30-35).

Rowlandson, Woman Society, p. 112-115.

**McGing, Brian C., 'Lease of linen-weaving', Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 82 (1990),
p. 117, and p. 115-123.
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P. Brem. = Die Bremer Papyri (Abh. Akad. Berlin, Phil. Hist. KI) by U. Wilcken,
Berlin 1936.

P. Cair. Zen. = Zenon Papyri, Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée
du Caire, ed. C.C. Edgar. Cairo 1925 ff.

P. Charite. = Das Aurelia Charite Archiv, ed. K.A. Worp. Zutphen 1981.

P. Dubl. = Greek Papyri from Dublin, ed. B.C. McGing. Bonn 1995. (Pap.Texte Abh.
XLII). Nos. 1—34. (P. Dub. 31, Dublin, Chester Beatty Library I, 355 AD.)
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P. Giss. = Griechische Papyri im Museum des oberhessischen Geschichtsvereins zu
Giessen, ed. O. Eger, E. Kornemann, and P.M. Meyer. Leipzig-Berlin 1910 {f.

P. Grenf. I = An Alexandrian Erotic Fragment and other Greek Papyri chiefly
Ptolemaic, ed. B.P. Grenfell. Oxford 1896.

P. Hamb. = Griechische Papyrusurkunden der Hamburger Staats- und
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